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Location Information

Where is it?

The project will occur on private land owned or managed by another party

Landowner Information

Jason RichardsonName:

Weyerhaeuser CompanyAffiliation:

98674 Dellwood LaneAddress:

Coos Bay, OR, 97420

541-269-9336  ext. 247Phone:

Jason.Richardson@weyerhaeuser.comEmail:

Site Description

Street Address, nearest intersection, or other descriptive location.
Weyerhaeuser Lane, near Allegany, OR; off of State Highway 241.

Directions to the site from the nearest highway junction.
From Allegany, go 0.9 mi. East on E. Fork Rd. to Kruse Ln., turn Right, then immediately Left 
onto Weyerhaeuser Ln.  Drive 7.5 miles to the project site.

Following project completion, public anglers will be allowed the following level of access to the project 
site:

Full access

Please describe what leases, easements, agreements are in place to ensure angler access to the 
project site, and what is the length of each agreement.

There is a Coos County road on the north side of the river that is open to the general public.

Dominant Land Use Type:
Forest

Project Location

General Project Location.
CoosCounty:

AlleganyTown/City:

Coos-CoquilleODFW Dist:

East Fork Millicoma RiverStream/Lake/Es
tuary Name:

Coos RiverSub-basin:

Millicoma RiverTributary of:

Specific Project Location.
Latitude Longitude

43.4381 -123.9481

Project Summary

Project Summary
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Please provide a couple sentence summary of the proposal.
We will install two bridges on the historic East Fork Millicoma River Oxbow crossings.  
Excavated material will create a diversion dam in the Bypass Chute that will return river flows 
back into the river’s original course.  This will significantly improve fish passage and reclaim 0.6 
miles of abandoned river.

Overall Project Goals

Describe the primary goals or outcomes of the entire project, including elements not requesting 
funding from R&E.

Reconnect the historic oxbow to full flows of the East Fork Millicoma River; reclaiming 0.6 miles 
of abandoned river channel.

Remove the fish passage velocity barrier at the Bypass Chute; increasing the range of river 
flows at which salmonids can move through the Oxbow on their way to over 16 miles of suitable 
habitat.

Primary objectives of R&E funding

Please describe the measurable objectives for the R&E portion of the funding request.
Build two (2) bridges at the historic locations where the road crossed the East Fork Millicoma 
River Oxbow.

Plug the artificial Bypass Chute with the excavated soil from the Bridge builds, so that the river 
flows are redirected back into the Oxbow.

Current Situation/Justification

Please describe the current situation and explain why this funding is needed.
In 1958, two bridges crossing the East Fork Millicoma River (EFMR) (a tributary to the Coos 
River, near Coos Bay, Oregon) were filled in, forming an artificial oxbow.  Fill material was 
excavated from a ridge at the narrow point of the old meander, creating a steep Bypass Chute 
that is the current river location.  The EFMR Bypass Chute is one of the few remaining 
impediments to coho passage in the watershed, and is the lowest one in the entire Coos 
system.  The Bypass Chute is a velocity barrier for all adult salmonids, but is especially 
troublesome for Chinook.  Access to spawning habitat is the key limiting factor for fall Chinook 
salmon in the EFMR basin; while winter rearing habitat is the primary limiting factor for coho 
salmon.  This project will provide direct access to 13.5 miles of potentially high-quality coho 
salmon spawning and rearing habitat; 11.6 miles of Chinook spawning habitat (which will nearly 
doubles the currently available Chinook habitat in the EFMR sub-watershed); and improves  
access to over 16 miles of potential spawning and rearing habitat for steelhead trout.  

Recreation and Commercial Benefit

This project will provide benefits to:
Recreational fisheries
Commercial fisheries

Explain how this project will contribute to current (and/or potential) fishing opportunities, access, or 
fisheries management.

This project will provide direct access to 13.5 miles of potentially high-quality coho salmon 
spawning and rearing habitat; 11.6 miles of Chinook spawning habitat (which will nearly doubles 
the currently available Chinook habitat in the EFMR sub-watershed); and improves  access to 
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over 16 miles of potential spawning and rearing habitat for steelhead trout.  

Is this project part of an approved Salmon-Trout Enhancement Program (STEP) activity?
No

This project has been identified as a priority for:
Local/watershed
Basin/regional

Identify any plan or other document that identifies this priority.
The Oxbow Bypass Chute was identified as a passage problem in the East Fork Millicoma River 
Watershed Analysis (Weyerhaeuser 1995).

The Oxbow Bypass Chute was identified as a passage problem in the Coos Watershed Action 
Plan (CoosWA 1995). 

This project is intended to benefit the following species:
Fall Chinook Salmon
Coho Salmon
Lamprey
Winter Steelhead

This project will benefit anglers or fishery by providing:
Angling Opportunity
Fish Passage

Angling Opportunity

This project will:
Enhance natural production of fish stocks to levels that allow for recreational fishing 
opportunities

Fish Passage

This fish passage project will:
Remove a barrier that does not have an existing fishway/passage structure
Purchase/installation of culvert or bridge

We have contacted or have been working with:
ODFW fish passage staff
The project has received approval

Project Description

Schedule
Activity Date RE Funding

Bridge and Oxbow design 01/2014 to 07/2015 No
Permit Applications 02/2014 to 12/2014 No
Bridge and Oxbow construction planning 10/2015 to 03/2016 No
Construction 03/2016 to 10/2016 Yes
Project Inspection 03/2016 to 10/2016 No
Post Project Implementation Review 10/2016 to 12/2016 No

Permits
Permit Secured? Date Expected
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Section 404 Dredge/fill; Oregon DSL; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Yes
Oregon Dept. of Forestry Notification of Operations No 02/2016

Project Design and Description

Please describe in detail the methods or approach that will be used to achieve the project objectives.
The following criteria (in priority order) were used to evaluate a range of alternatives:
1.    Upstream and downstream unimpeded passage must be provided to all species and all life 
stages;
2.    Alternative must be acceptable to the landowner.
3.    Reduce risks to downstream landowners and infrastructure to the greatest possible degree.
4.    Reduce adverse impacts on water quality and other aquatic resources during construction 
activities.
5.    Value-engineer designs and project features to be cost-effective.
    Based on the evaluation of the range of alternatives, the preferred alternative has two main 
components:
I. Build Two Oxbow Reconnection Bridges. The upper and lower bridges will be designed to 
meet NMFS fish passage criteria. The bridge piers will be spaced greater than 1.5 times the 
active channel width and outside of the active channel. The lower bridge will be called Bridge 4 
and the upper Bridge 5 to match the naming of the original wooden trestle bridges. Bridge 4 will 
be 210’ long and Bridge 5 will be 140’ long. Bridge 4 will be longer due to the greater difference 
between the road grade and stream grade. The bridge lengths were determined based on this 
road grade to stream grade difference plus 1.5 to1 side-slopes on each streamside to minimize 
the potential for erosion. The resulting designs will be bridges that almost entirely span the 
valleys, with no piers within the 100-year floodplain (see Design Drawings, Sheets 12 and 14).  
The lowest soffit elevation on bridges #4 and #5 will be 24.7 and 4.3 feet, respectively.  These 
elevations are sufficient to pass at least a 100-year recurrence interval flood flow and floating 
debris without adversely affecting the bridge structure (i.e., at least 3 feet of freeboard between 
the bridge and the 100-year flood flow). 

II. Oxbow Reconnection Bypass Diversion Plug. The diversion plug will be constructed of 
suitable materials excavated from the existing road fill. The existing road crossings were filled 
with the same material blasted out of the ridge so it is expected that these materials will be most 
appropriate to create the earthen plug.  The plug will also need an impervious core at the 
upstream end to prevent seepage down the Bypass Chute. We plan to use a clay core, if 
needed, to create an imperious layer that will prevent all seepage. An independent geotechnical 
review will be done to validate the plug design.

The Preferred Alternative includes a number of features to reduce impacts to stream, wetland, 
and riparian habitats:
1. All bridge piers are outside the restored active channel, estimated as 85’ wide, with a clear 
span of 140’ maximum.
2. Bridge piers will be placed in augured holes, rather than pile-driven, to reduce impacts on 
salmon.
3. Where possible, trees removed for the detour and staging areas will be pushed/pulled so as 
to retain their rootwads, and will be reserved for future instream wood placements.
4. Bridge construction will occur in the dry, and outside any jurisdictional streams or wetlands.
5. Project site will be isolated by sediment barriers (i.e., silt fences, straw bales, etc.) and all 
stormwater runoff will be directed into settling basins prior to discharge into buffer areas.
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6. The roughened channel in the Bypass Chute will provide better fish passage compared to 
using culverts through the entire 200’ length. However, only downstream juvenile passage is 
likely.
7. The roughened channel is designed so that fill removed from the bridge crossings can be 
easily placed without resorting to temporary stockpiling that would increase the project’s impact 
area.
8. The roughened channel is sized and designed to allow the gradual re-introduction of flows 
into the historic oxbow channel to reduce downstream turbidity fluxes.
9. Hardened rip-rap is restricted to only critical locations (i.e., the Bypass Chute Plug and 
beneath the bridge bents); and where suitable, these sites will be planted with willows to provide 
natural cover.

Engineering

Does the project involve capital improvement, engineering, site grading or other construction?
Yes
Not associated with ODFW

Project Management and Maintenance

What is the life expectancy of R&E funded construction, structures, equipment, supplies, data or 
fishery?

The life expectancy of these bridges is at least 50 years.  

Who is responsible for long term management, maintenance, and oversight of the project beyond 
what is funded by R&E.

All management and maintenance for the life span of the bridges will be completed by 
Weyerhaeuser Timber Company in Coos Bay Oregon.  The bridge and road approaches will 
have annual inspections.  Maintenance, if necessary, will be conducted as needed.

Will the project require ongoing maintenance?
Yes
Maintenance is part of the operations of a forest road system.  Wear and tear is expected with 
use and weather.

Is there a plan to collect baseline data and to conduct monitoring efforts to measure the effectiveness 
of the project?

Yes
The Coos Watershed Association has collected aquatic habitat inventories within the entire 
reach of the Oxbow that will be reconnected to the EF Millicoma River.  These surveys will be 
conducted  at intervals of 1, 3 and 5 years post implementation.  We also have collected 
spawning survey data upstream and downstream of the Oxbow; and will collect the same data 
within the Oxbow following construction.  A third part of the monitoring is to conduct snorkel 
surveys in the summer, looking for juvenile use of the reaches.  These will also be conducted 
upstream, downstream, and within the reconnected Oxbow.  These efforts are funded by 
separate project sources.

Project Funding

Funding
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Have you applied for OWEB funding for this project?
Yes
R&E money is needed as matching funds.
Awaiting a decision from the panel.
This project was submitted in April 2015 to OWEB for grants to be awarded in September 2015.

Other Funding Source Type Secured Dollar Value Comments
OWEB Cash Pending 1116815
Weyerhaeuser Company In-Kind Secured 113893 Project management and engineering design
Weyerhaeuser Company Cash Secured 75327 Materials purchase
Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, 
and Siuslaw Indians

Cash Secured 36362 Project designs

Pacific Power Company Cash Pending 40000 Grant administered by the Freshwater Trust
Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife In-Kind Secured 6080 Charleston office staff time
ODFW R&E Grant(Project 11-127) Cash Secured 23290 Project designs
ODFW-ODOT Fish Passage Repair Pilot 
Restoration Fund

Cash Pending 150000 Construction

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Cash Secured 20000 Construction
Coos Watershed Association In-Kind Secured 170661 Grant and contract administration

Total 1752428

Project #: 15-028
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Budget

Item Unit Number Unit Cost In-kind or non-
cash

contr butions

Funding from
other sources

R&E Funds Total Costs

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

CoosWA Project development and 
Permitting

864 39.25 0 33915 0 33915

CoosWA Construction Project 
Management

560 39.25 0 21980 0 21980

ODFW Fisheries Biologist 190 32 0 6080 0 6080
Weyerhaeuser Engineering Management 1406 80 112480 0 0 112480

SUBTOTAL(1) 112480 61975 0 174455
IN-HOUSE PERSONNEL

CoosWA Erosion Control and Planting 
Crew

160 26.33 0 4213 0 4213

CoosWA Post Implementation monitoring 90 39.25 0 3498 0 3498
SUBTOTAL(2) 0 7711 0 7711

CONTRACTED SERVICES

Bridge designs by McGee Engineering 1 15400 0 15400 0 15400
Bridge 4 fill excavation and end hauling 
(cubic yards)

21000 2.27 0 47670 0 47670

Bridge 4 construction (per lineal foot) 210 3360 0 705600 0 705600
Bridge 5 fill excavation and end hauling 
(c.y.)

14000 2.27 0 31780 0 31780

Bridge 5 construction (per lineal foot) 140 3360 0 470400 0 470400
Bypass Chute plug construction (c.y.) 35000 6.48 0 76800 150000 226800

SUBTOTAL(3) 0 1347650 150000 1497650
TRAVEL

CoosWA Lodging for project development 7 126 0 862 0 862
CoosWA Per Diem for project development 14 66 0 924 0 924
CoosWA Vehicle mileage 4000 0.565 0 2260 0 2260
Weyerhaeuser Engineer vehicle mileage 2500 0.565 1413 0 0 1413

SUBTOTAL(4) 1413 4046 0 5459
SUPPLIES/MATERIALS

Project development supplies (notebooks, 
etc.) lump sum

1 850 0 850 0 850

Construction supplies (stakes, flagging, 
paint) L.S.

1 1500 0 1500 0 1500

Erosion control seed (50# bag) 5 95 0 475 0 475
Erosion control straw (bale) 200 9.5 0 1900 0 1900
Silt fence (lineal foot) 500 8 0 4000 0 4000

SUBTOTAL(5) 0 8725 0 8725
EDUCATION/OUTREACH

0 0 0 0 0 0
SUBTOTAL(6) 0 0 0 0

EQUIPMENT

CoosWA Total Station Rental Fee (daily) 10 75 0 750 0 750
SUBTOTAL(7) 0 750 0 750

FISCAL ADMINISTRATION

Coos Watershed Association (16.27% Fed 
Indirect Cost Rate)

1 0.1627 177657 30000 0 207657

SUBTOTAL(8) 177657 30000 0 207657

 
BUDGET 
TOTAL

291550 1460857 150000 1902407
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Table 1. Miles of habitat upstream from Oxbow and intrinsic potential. 

Species 

Miles of Stream 
Habitat Upstream 

from Oxbow 

% of Upstream 
Habitat with Intrinsic 
Potential Greater than 

0.5 Intrinsic Potential Metric 
Chinook Salmon 11.6 92 Spawning Habitat 
Coho Salmon 13.5 77 Juvenile Winter Rearing 
Steelhead Trout 16.3 98 Juvenile Winter Rearing 

 
 

Table 2.  Number of days per month on the East Fork Millicoma River at the Oxbow 
with a Chinook salmon passage window that had sufficient flow depth (>0.79 ft) and 
was not a velocity barrier (<16.6 ft/s) during 2002-2012. 

Year October November December 
2002 0 0 18 
2003 0 0 17 
2004 0 0 8 
2005 0 13 21 
2006 0 25 25 
2007 1 5 22 
2008 0 3 13 
2009 0 4 10 
2010 0 14 25 
2011 0 4 4 
2012 3 13 28 

 

 
  

Month Days Coho Chinook Coho Chinook Coho Chinook Coho Chinook Steelhead

September 30 0 0 30 30 0 0

October 31 1 0 31 31 1 0

November 30 10 5 28 28 10 5

December 31 19 13 24 25 19 13

January 31 18 12 25 26 18 12

February 28 10 6 26 26 10 6

March 31 18 10 27 27 18 10

April 30 11 4 29 29 11 4

September to April 242 86 50 218 221 86 50

October to March 182 75 46 160 162 75 46

Table 3.  East Fork Millicoma River at the Oxbow, Average Daily Discharge data from 2003-2013.
Average Days/Month with 
Sufficient Flow Depth for 

Passage (>0.79 ft)

Average Days/Month with 
Velocity less than Critical 

(16.6 ft/s)

Days/Month with No 
Depth or Velocity Passage 

Barrier General Migration Period



 

 
Figure 1.  Differences in peak counts of Chinook salmon spawners below and 

above the Oxbow Bypass Chute. 
 
 

 
Figure 1.  Hydrograph of 2002 Chinook migration period. Graph shows that there 

were zero days with flow depths sufficient for most Chinook. 
 

 
 











































Project Photos 

Photo 1. Upstream view of bypass chute.  Note: Ex- 
cavated ridge on left side of photo (August 2008).  

Photo 2. Chum salmon resting just before a failed 
attempt to get up the middle shelf (Oct 2009).  

Photo 3. A Chinook salmon about to feel a hard thud 
and then have to flop around to get back into the down- 
stream pool (October 2008).  Photo credit: Paul Merz.   

Photo 4. Photo shows high velocities at lower shelf 
during a modest winter freshet (January 2010).  

Photo 5. Looking upstream at abandoned 
meander pool in the oxbow channel.  (August 
2009).     

Photo 6. Photo shows best passage conditions  
for coho salmon.  Note: Coho salmon that attempted far  
channel, was forced back down, got hung up on bedrock  
shelf (middle) and then took several minutes to flop over  
into the channel in the foreground (December 2009).    





  Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Charleston Field Office 

63538 Boat Basin Dr. 
P.O. Box 5003 

Charleston, OR 97420 
(541) 888-5515 

FAX (541) 888-6860 
   

 

 

Oregon 
Kate Brown, Governor 

April 10, 2015 

 

Dear Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, 

 

The East Fork Millicoma River subbasin comprises roughly 30% of the salmon and steelhead habitat in the Coos 

River basin.  In the late 1950’s a moderate gradient section of river on the East Fork (EF) Millicoma River 

upstream of Hodges Creek was channelized to allow for removal of two bridges.  This channelization reduced the 

effective stream reach from over 3,100 ft. to under 500 ft.   Subsequently, the increased streamflow velocities over 

bedrock chutes of the channelized section have been documented as substantially impeding adult salmonids 

movements above this location and all juvenile passage.  Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed Oregon Coast Coho 

Oncorhynchus kisutch, fall Chinook O. tshawytscha, winter steelhead O. mykiss, Coastal Cutthroat trout O. clarki 

clarki, and Pacific lamprey Entosphenus tridentata need to migrate, spawn, and rear upstream of the affected reach.  

Resolution of this passage barrier aligns with the strategic goals in the Oregon Coast Coho Conservation Plan for 

the State of Oregon (2007).   

 

The Coos Watershed Association (CWA) has proposed reconnecting the EF Millicoma River to the historical 

oxbow channel and eliminating flow through the channelized reach.  The EF Millicoma River has an Active 

Channel Width of just over 80 ft. at the location of the proposed project.  Redirecting streamflow from the bedrock 

dominated channelized segment into the historical channel will require a thorough level of surveying and 

engineering to maximize the success of the project.  While this project is highly complex, the Coos Watershed 

Association has demonstrated the technical capabilities to successfully plan, implement, and monitor this project. 

 

Reestablishing full fish passage at this location is needed to bring adult fall Chinook and Coho Salmon escapement 

levels to equilibrium of the currently restrictive channelized reach. The final project would restore 3,100 ft. of 

productive lower gradient habitat to the EF Millicoma River.  This project represents a collaborative effort of the 

CWA, Weyerhaeuser Timber Company, and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) and is a 

valuable example of the type of projects that can be achieved through a collaborative effort.  ODFW Coos-

Coquille-Tenmile Fish District is highly supportive of this project as it is anticipated to increase escapement for fall 

Chinook salmon by roughly 200+ % upstream of this point and eliminate migrational issues for Coho and winter 

steelhead.  We are fully supportive of efforts leading to reconnection of the EF Millicoma River to this dewatered 

oxbow.  ODFW staff have contributed 60 hrs to date providing technical guidance for the project and anticipate 

working an additional 190 hrs. (60 hrs. in year 1 of implementation; 40 hrs. in year 2; and  30 hrs. in year 3) on the 

technical aspects of this project, including planning, fish salvage/work area isolation, implementation and 

effectiveness monitoring (Oasis spawning surveys).  The In-Kind value of this contribution is approximately 

$6,080.  Note:    All ODFW match is contingent upon available staff time.  The agency may face substantial 

staffing/program reductions in the 2015-17 biennium due to budget shortfall.   

 

Sincerely, 

Christopher W. Claire 
 

Christopher W. Claire 

Habitat Protection Biologist 

Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

Coos-Coquille-Tenmile Fish District 











 
 
From: Cindy Silbernagel <cindy.silbernagel@state.or.us> 
Date: April 1, 2015 3:14:40 PM PDT 
To: Jon Souder <jsouder@cooswatershed.org> 
Cc: Leilani Sullivan <leilani.sullivan@state.or.us>, Mark Grenbemer 
<mark.grenbemer@state.or.us>, Tara Choate <tara.choate@state.or.us> 
Subject: RE: Un-requested Admin as OWEB Match 
 
Hi....yes, Leilani and Randy are correct.  I'd put the FNICR match in the cash column since it is a 
cost to you.  And, yes, you can do the same for other funding sources providing admin. 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jon Souder [mailto:jsouder@cooswatershed.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 12:01 PM 
To: Cindy Silbernagel 
Cc: Mark Grenbemer 
Subject: Un-requested Admin as OWEB Match 
 
Cindy - 
 
I assume that you're aware that we're trying to fund a major project, the E.F. Millicoma Oxbow 
Reconnection. We're revising the budget to get it down to the bare minimum. My Office 
Manager, Anne Jelinek, was verbally told by Leilani and Randy that we could use as match the 
amount of administration up to our Federally-negotiated Indirect Cost Rate that we weren't 
requesting as funding from OWEB. Is this correct? If so, should we show this match as Cash or 
In-kind? If it is correct, can I assume we could also use the same procedure for Cash Match from 
our other sources? 
 
Thanks in advance for your assistance. 
 
Jon 
 
Jon A. Souder, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Coos Watershed Association 
P.O. Box 5860 
Charleston, OR 97420 
(541) 888-5922 (off.) 
(541) 404-7356 (cell) 
jsouder@cooswatershed.org 
www.cooswatershed.org 
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Task Order A 2014 
 
PROJECT TITLE 

Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery– East Fork Millicoma River Oxbow Reconnection Project 
 
Collaborating to Return Salmon to Their Ancestral Waters: Reconnecting a historic Oxbow and 

Restoring the Eask Fork Millicoma River 

 
PROJECT PARTIES and CONTACTS 

 

 Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians (CTCLUSI) 
 Coos Watershed Association (CoosWA) 

 
PCSRF Project Lead: Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians 

Margaret Corvi 
Interim Director, Natural Resources 
1245 Fulton Ave 
Coos Bay, OR 97420 
mcorvi@ctclusi.org 
541-997-6685 
 
Contractor: Coos Watershed Association 
Jon Souder 
Executive Director 
P.O. Box 5860 
Charleston, Oregon 97420 
jsouder@cooswatershed.org 
541- 888-5922  
 
SCOPE OF WORK 

 

This Task Order outlines a partnership between the Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua 
and Siuslaw Indians (CTCLUSI) and the Coos Watershed Association (CoosWA).  The Tribes will work 
with CoosWA to implement contractor activities outlined in the Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery 
Funding (PCSRF) Application submitted by the Tribes.   
 
This Task Order has been developed in accordance with the instructions contained in a Cooperative 
Agreement between the CTCLUSI and CoosWA, signed in 2013.  The Cooperative Agreement is 
attached as “Exhibit A” in this Task Order and the terms and conditions of the Cooperative Agreement 
are included in this Task Order by this reference. 
 
Project Timeline: 
Start date: September 1, 2014   End Date: December 31, 2015 
Work associated with this task order will be completed as outlined in the Project Activity Schedule 
included at the end of this Task Order: 

“CTCLUSI Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund- CoosWA Project Activity Schedule” 
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Introduction 
 
Salmon have been a critical part of the diet and the culture of the Confederated Tribes of the Coos, 
Lower, Umpqua and Siuslaw since time immemorial. The lands and waters of the Tribes’ aboriginal 
territory extend from Tenmile Creek in Lincoln County south to Whisky Run Creek in Coos County and 
east to the coast range or an inland tribal boundary and west 12 miles out past the continental shelf (Fig 
1.). Archeological sites have identified Tribal remains that date as far as 9,000 years ago. Until recently, 
the Tribes lived off the local resources for food, housing, clothing and ceremonies. Salmon is a first food 
of the Tribes and very well represented in Tribal stories and traditions helping to guide management and 
respect for this resource. Keeping true to the culture of the past, the Tribes continue to honor the salmon 
in hopes of one day helping to restore the long standing relationship between the salmon and the Tribes. 

The overall goal of this restoration program is to collaborate with other groups to reconnect and improve 
habitat and watershed processes for salmonids and other important anadromous fish that were once 
abundant in the river. Abundant fish populations can provide the Tribal members with the opportunity to 
fish in a less restricted manner in an effort to maintain their cultural practices (and eventually partake in 
subsistence fishing). The following three issues will be addressed in an effort to fully restore watershed 
processes for the benefit of anadromous fish species and increase the population abundance of these fish, 
over time resulting in the de-listing and recovery of coho. 
 
The Tribes submitted an application for Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Funding in March 2014. A 
portion of this funding was budgeted for contract work associated with a larger restoration effort to 
restore and reconnect an oxbow on the East Fork of the Millicoma River in Coos County Oregon. The 
Tribes will use PCSRF to further support salmonid and andromous fish restoration and collaborate with 
other groups in the basin. The PCSRF 2014 project proposes to perform spawning and juvenile coho 
surveying, road surveying/analysis and program development to assist with East Fork Millicoma 
restoration reduce multiple stressors on salmonids and other anadromous fish species in an effort to 
restore populations. 

The Tribes’ PCSRF project is part of a large restoration effort; aiming to return salmonids and other 
anadromous fish to their historic range and abundance by reconnecting an oxbow, allowing for fish to 
access 16 miles of potential upstream habitat, and restoring upstream habitat for the benefit of future fish 
populations. To accomplish these objectives the Tribes would work with other groups already active in 
this process. 

Contractual services will be sought to facilitate development and implementation of the East Fork 
Millicoma River Oxbow Reconnection and associated monitoring.  Contractor will analyze existing 
aquatic habitat and road survey data to continue project development; prepare funding proposals to 
OWEB, NOAA Restoration Center, and other entities to provide the funds needed to implement the 
project; and coordinate with the landowner and agencies for construction activities.  The contractor will 
also oversee and perform pre-project baseline salmon spawning surveys, juvenile coho snorkel surveys, 
and road sediment surveys to develop specific restoration projects as well as for effectiveness 
monitoring. 

 
Contractor will use the PCSRF Project Development funding to provide staff to prepare proposals to 
access unmet financial needs to implement the whole-watershed restoration program on the East Fork 
Millicoma River.  
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SPECIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS (Funds, Personnel, Services or Other Support, if Any)  
 

The Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians will…  

1. Provide reports to granting agency  

2. Meet with CoosWA quarterly to discuss and perform site visits at least twice throughout the 
PCSRF project 

3. Oversee administration of payments for invoices prepared in accordance with this Task Order A. 

 

The Coos Watershed Association will…  

1. Perform contracted work outlined in this Task Order A. 

2. Designate Jon Souder to serve as the Coos Watershed Association Project Manager for work 
associated with this Task Order.  Jon Souder will supervise and coordinate the contracted 
activities and provide CTCLUSI with reports and photos outlining completed and in progress 
work associated with this Task Order. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS (To Transfer and Account for Funds) 

The administrative process referenced herein includes but is not be limited to the transfer of funds from 
the CTCLUSI to CoosWA for project specific services and supplies and personnel expenses.  The 
amount to be transferred to CoosWA is not expected to exceed $88,205 from September 1, 2014 to 
December 31, 2015. Quarterly limits for CoosWA cannot exceed $27,174 for Q1; $22,966 for Q2; 
$22,051 for Q3; and $15,993 for Q4. CoosWA cannot bill for contracted work over $602.24 per day or 
$75.28 per hour.   

Invoices 

The CoosWA will submit invoices to CTCLUSI monthly or quarterly basis.  The invoice will include 
the date and number of hours worked by project personnel and a description of the services provided.  
CoosWA will furnish copies of receipts for any services or supplies purchased in support of the project.  
Invoices will be addressed to the CTCLUSI Finance Department copied to Margaret Corvi in the 
Department of Natural Resources 1245 Fulton Ave, Coos Bay, OR 97420 

 

Payment schedule 

Payment for invoiced services will be made to CoosWA within 30 days of receipt of the invoice notice. 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit A 
 

Cooperative Agreement between the 

Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw 

And 

Coos Watershed Association 































Coos Watershed Association

Permits Associated with the East Fork Millicoma Oxbow Reconnection Project

Permit Document Page

1. Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit .................................................................. 2
• National Marine Fisheries Service Biological Opinion Concurrence ... 6

2. Oregon Department of State Lands Fill-­‐and-­‐Removal Permit ...................... 7

3. Oregon Department of Environmental Quality Stormwater Permit .......... 11

4. Oregon Department of Fish &Wildlife Fish Passage Plan Approval .......... 12

5. Oregon State Historic Preservation Office §106 Compliance ....................... 15
• Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw

Indians Concurrence ................................................................................................ 18
• Coquille Indian Tribe Concurrence .................................................................... 19

6. Coos County Land Use & Coastal Zone Management Approval ................... 20
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To: Tyler.J.Krug@usace.army.mil, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
From:   Ken.Phippen@noaa.gov, National Marine Fisheries Service 
Cc: Sandra.Schoof@noaa.gov, Sandra.Forrester@noaa.gov, JSouder@cooswatershed.org, 

Christopher.w.claire@state.or.us, Jim.B.Muck@noaa.gov 
Date: 12/19/2014 
Re:   Corps Permit #NWP-2013-261 East Fork Millicoma River Oxbow Reconnect Bridges 

(6th field HUC 171003040203) SLOPES STU Approval: Approved 
 
Corps Permit #NWP-2013-261. I approve the construction of two bridges and oxbow reconnect 
project at the East Fork Millicoma River as consistent with the SLOPES for Stormwater, 
Transportation or Utilities (SLOPES STU) programmatic biological opinion, issued March 14, 
2014. This is based on my review of that action under project criteria #4 (NMFS review), #14 
(In-Water Work Timing), #18 (Fish Capture and release), and #19 (Fish Passage) using 
information received from pre-consultation meetings with the applicant and the SLOPES STU 
Form and application from the Corps dated December 12, 2014. The fish passage plan for the 
construction of bridges has been reviewed and approved by NMFS fish passage engineer (Aaron 
Beavers). We look forward for this restoration project to be completed. 
 
Reinitiation of consultation on this action is required and shall be requested by the Corps where 
discretionary Federal involvement or control over the action has been retained or is authorized by 
law and (a) the amount or extent of taking specified in the Incidental Take Statement is 
exceeded, (b) new information reveals effects of the action that may affect listed species or 
critical habitat in a manner or to an extent not previously considered, (c) the identified action is 
subsequently modified in a manner that has an effect to the listed species or critical habitat that 
was not considered in the biological opinion, or (d) a new species is listed or critical habitat 
designated that may be affected by the identified action (50 CFR 402.16). 

Please direct questions regarding this email to Jim Muck, Fisheries Biologist in the Oregon Coast 
Branch of the Oregon/Washington Coastal Area Office, at 541-957-3394. 

Ken Phippen 
Oregon Coast Branch Chief 
Oregon/Washington Area Office 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
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